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Los Alamos and Sandia national
laboratories bridge R&D gap for New
Mexico businesses
September 9, 2020

Program offers up to $150,000 in free technical
assistance for qualifying companies
New Mexico companies seeking to develop new technology products may qualify for
technical assistance from the state’s two national laboratories. Los Alamos National
Laboratory and Sandia National Laboratories are offering up to $150,000 in free
technical assistance per business per year, allowing collaboration with lab scientists and
engineers in activities such as prototyping, field demonstrations, technical validation,
and testing.

“This partnership between New Mexico’s businesses and Sandia and Los Alamos
national laboratories will strengthen our economy and bring important technologies
to commercialization,” said Los Alamos National Laboratory Director Thom Mason.
“Collaborations like these are essential for advancing both science and business.”

New Mexico companies are eligible to participate if they have a license for technology
or intellectual property from either laboratory or if they are participants in a cooperative
research and development agreement (CRADA).

This first call for proposals concluded September 3, 2020. If funds remain, further
proposals will be accepted on a rolling basis thereafter.

This assistance comes at no cost to the companies themselves and is made possible
by the State of New Mexico’s Technology Readiness Gross Receipts Tax Credit. The
tax credit goes to the laboratories, who repurpose these savings to fund technical staff
collaborating with New Mexico businesses developing products and services rooted in
laboratory technologies.

“We’re lowering the barriers and moving R&D from the labs into New Mexico-based
technologies,” said Duncan McBranch, program director of Entrepreneurship for Mission
Innovation at Los Alamos. “This matters because 99 percent of companies in New
Mexico are small businesses with limited budgets for new product development. Access
to the expertise and technologies at Sandia and Los Alamos national laboratories can
make a huge difference for these companies.”
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“Sandia is looking forward to engaging with New Mexico companies in a new way,”
said Mary Monson, Sandia senior manager of Technology Partnerships and Business
Development. “The labs are dedicated to transferring technology and partnering with
industry, and this program will help businesses use licensed lab technologies in new
commercial applications.”

For companies that do not yet have a license or Cooperative Research and
Development Agreements (CRADA), Los Alamos and Sandia will be hosting a virtual
symposium September 23, 2020 to learn more. Visit https://www.nmsbaprogram.org/ for
details.
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